
My goldfish had a tiny bowl.
He needed one much bigger
to be a truly happy soul
and swim with vim and vigor.

I visited the pet shop where
I bought a new aquarium.
I thought I’d pour his bowl in there.
He asked if I could carry him.

I said, “Hey, wait! So you can speak?
I made that birthday wish!
I blew the candles out last week
to get a talking fish!”
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He said, “That’s right. Yes, I can speak.
It’s you I have to thank
for wishing I could talk last week.
Now take me to my tank!”

I did exactly as he said
and picked him up to carry him.
He gasped for air and soon was dead,
and now I have to bury him.

So, on your birthday I suggest
that when you make your wishes,
it’s obviously not the best
to ask for talking fishes.

 — Kenn Nesbitt
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